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New Rubrics Ensure High-Quality, Districtwide Professional 
Learning
As participants in the Redesign PD Community of Practice, the Bridgeport Public 
Schools in Connecticut and the Loudon County and Shelby County school districts 
in Tennessee have developed rubrics to better ensure that the professional learning 
being provided throughout their districts meets standards of high quality. Read more 
about how each district is making progress using these tools. 

For more than a century, teachers in the Loudon County (Tenn.) School District have 
come together before the start of the school year for a professional development (PD) 
day. But not anymore.

Full report

Meriden:  Here Students Succeed (Video)

http://WWW.CAPSS.ORG
https://learningforward.org/publications/blog/learning-forward-blog/2016/08/09/new-rubrics-ensure-high-quality-professional-learning-districtwide#.V8WojvkrKJA
https://youtu.be/FCi7V32NGNQ
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Conference Highlights: Importance of Principals as Early 
Education Leaders
By Aaron Loewenberg

As participants in the Redesign PD Community of Practice, the Bridgeport Public 
Schools in Connecticut and the Loudon County and Shelby County school districts 
in Tennessee have developed rubrics to better ensure that the professional learning 
being provided throughout their districts meets standards of high quality. Read more 
about how each district is making progress using these tools. 

For more than a century, teachers in the Loudon County (Tenn.) School District have 
come together before the start of the school year for a professional development (PD) 
day. But not anymore.

Full article

Facebook Helps Develop Software That Puts Students in 
Charge of Their Lesson Plans

acebook is out to 
upend the traditional 

student-teacher 
relationship.

On Tuesday, Facebook 
and Summit Public 
Schools, a nonprofit 
charter school network 
with headquarters in 
Silicon Valley, announced 
that nearly 120 schools 
planned this fall to 
introduce a free student-
directed learning system 

developed jointly by the social network and the charter schools.

Rather than have teachers hand out class assignments, the Facebook-Summit Learning 
Management System puts students in charge of selecting their projects and setting 
their pace. The idea is to encourage students to develop skills, like resourcefulness and 
time management, that might help them succeed in college. 

Full article

http://WWW.CAPSS.ORG
http://www.capss.org/uploaded/2014_Redesign/Leadership_Development/Student-Centered_Learning_NEWSLETTERS/26_august-2016/conference_highlights.pdf?1472572139719
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/08/10/technology/facebook-helps-develop-software-that-puts-students-in-charge-of-their-lesson-plans.html?smprod=nytcore-iphone&smid=nytcore-iphone-share&_r=1
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Inquiry-Based Learning: Developing Student-Driven 
Questions
Wildwood IB World Magnet School uses the inquiry-based model to put students in charge 
of their learning, with lessons that stem from student questions and their power of curiosity.

Putting students in charge of their learning through inquiry, Wildwood works to ignite 
passion, inspire relevance, and develop ownership in their students. Using student inquiries 
and questions as guidance, teachers develop lessons that engage and excite, teaching their 
students to be active thinkers rather than passive learners.

Read article

How to Become and Remain a Transformational Teacher
Wildwood IB World Magnet School uses 
the inquiry-based model to put students 
in charge of their learning, with lessons 
that stem from student questions and 
their power of curiosity.

Putting students in charge of their 
learning through inquiry, Wildwood 
works to ignite passion, inspire 
relevance, and develop ownership in 
their students. Using student inquiries 
and questions as guidance, teachers develop lessons that engage and excite, teaching 
their students to be active thinkers rather than passive learners.

Read article

http://WWW.CAPSS.ORG
http://www.edutopia.org/practice/wildwood-inquiry-based-learning-developing-student-driven-questions
http://www.edutopia.org/blog/become-and-remain-transformational-teacher-david-cutler
https://youtu.be/OdYev6MXTOA
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Junior Year Learning Journey: What I Learned in 100 days of 
Continuous Blogging

Wildwood IB World Magnet School uses the 
inquiry-based model to put students What 
started as just a fun challenge to create 
a blog and post for 100 days in a row has 
now become an integral part of my life. 
Blogging may not be for everyone, but, for 
me, it has helped to clarify some of my own 
observations and thoughts on different 
parts of my daily life.  And, the best part 
is that it allows me to track and record my 

reflections, insights, and key learning moments throughout each year.

Read article

Article excerpt from Pioneering: A Learner-Centered Publication (Issue 18, August 12, 2016).  Subscribe at education-reimagined.org.

Educator Competencies for Personalized,  
Learner-Centered Teaching
Achieving the vision of a personalized and learner centered classroom 
is only possible with significant changes in the role of the educator 
and the ways in which educators interact with students, peers, 
and the broader community.  The work of the educator today in 
a transformational environment will require changes in teacher 
preparation and professional development supporting the 
competencies that teachers need to achieve personalized and 
student centered teaching and learning.

Read report

Policy Barriers to School Improvement:  What’s Real 
and What’s Imagined?
In order to achieve promising reforms, school leaders need to be able to 
make decisions on how to allocate their resources to meet productive 
uses.  This article discusses the real and imagined barriers to school 
reform, and models innovative education practices.  It also suggests 
that school leaders have far more flexibility to transform teaching and 
learning than otherwise believed.

Read report

http://WWW.CAPSS.ORG
http://www.capss.org/uploaded/2014_Redesign/Leadership_Development/Student-Centered_Learning_NEWSLETTERS/26_august-2016/Pioneering-Issue-18_excerpt.pdf?1472577906205
http://www.capss.org/uploaded/2014_Redesign/Leadership_Development/Student-Centered_Learning_NEWSLETTERS/26_august-2016/Pioneering-Issue-18_FINAL.pdf?1472577935001
http://education-reimagined.org/
http://www.capss.org/uploaded/2014_Redesign/Leadership_Development/Student-Centered_Learning_NEWSLETTERS/26_august-2016/Educator-Competencies_1.pdf?1472578703230
http://www.capss.org/uploaded/2014_Redesign/Leadership_Development/Student-Centered_Learning_NEWSLETTERS/26_august-2016/crpe_policy-barriers-school-improvement_report.pdf?1472578785460


This newsletter is produced by CAPSS, who is solely responsible for its content. 
The newsletter would not be possible without the support of the Nellie Mae Foundation.

Email Richard Kisiel or Janet Garagliano with suggestions for improvement or for items to include  
in CAPSS’ Student-Centered Learning News & Updates.

3 Cans of Worms Standards-based Learning Opened Up 
in my Classroom
Connecticut school districts that are currently early adopters of personalized, mastery 
based learning are experiencing some obstacles in their efforts to transform their 
schools. These include the lack of flexibility in receiving credit toward graduation for 
demonstrated mastery and using multiple pathways for earning credits to graduate.  
The teacher in this article similarly encounters “cans of worms” in her effort to 
personalize her student centered classroom in a standards based environment, she 
offers some suggestions to overcome them.

Read article
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https://medium.com/@hhschiaravalli/3-cans-of-worms-standards-based-learning-opened-up-in-my-classroom-1dce086d2370#.utdgh6hkl
https://www.capss.org/

