
LEADERSHIP FOR THE FUTURE OF LEARNING

LEARNER CENTERED
Newsletter

IN THIS ISSUE

What happens when a D-minus average isn’t good enough to graduate? 

Cultivating a Growth Mindset with Educational Technology

Why Engaging Parents Matters: Maloney High School

This is What Happens When Learning in an Atmosphere of Self-Discovery

Owning the Learning: Using Assessment to Personalize Instruction  
and Bolster Student Agency

ISSUE 34  |  APRIL 2017

http://www.capss.org


Issue 17  |  January 2016

1WWW.CAPSS.ORG

LEARNER CENTERED Newsletter Issue 34  |  April  2017

Cultivating a Growth Mindset with Educational 
Technology

In education, the goal is not only to supply students with skills and 
knowledge, but also to foster the ability to problem-solve and take 
on challenges, so that students are prepared to tackle issues they 
face outside of school.  Decades of research have demonstrated that 

a student’s mindset is a critical factor that impacts how comfortable and motivated 
they are when posed with a new or difficult problem to solve.

Read More

Why Engaging Parents Matters: Maloney High School
Francis T. Maloney High School in Meriden, Connecticut, 
held its first “Parent Walk” earlier this year, inviting parents 
and guardians to experience student-centered learning in 
action.

Read More

What happens when a 
D-minus average isn’t good 
enough to graduate? 
WINDSOR LOCKS - When Kylie Jones brings 
home her report card, it doesn’t have any 
A’s, B’s or C’s. The Windsor Locks High School 
freshman belongs to the first cohort of 
students going through middle and high 
school under a new system. Traditional 
grades no longer exist, children get extra help 
based on their individual learning needs and 
classrooms run very differently.

Read More

Windsor Locks Public Schools students must master 
specific skills to pass their classes — they can’t rely on a 
good attitude and extra credit.

http://WWW.CAPSS.ORG
http://www.capss.org/uploaded/2014_Redesign/Leadership_Development/Student-Centered_Learning_NEWSLETTERS/34_april_2017/Cultivating-Growth-Mindset-with-Educational-Technology-White-Paper.pdf?1496171274268
http://studentsatthecenterhub.org/blog/why-engaging-parents-matters-maloney-high-school/
https://ctmirror.org/2017/04/17/what-happens-when-a-d-minus-average-isnt-good-enough-to-graduate/


This newsletter is produced by CAPSS (Connecticut Association of Public School Superintendents)  who is solely responsible for 
its content.  The newsletter would not be possible without the support of the Nellie Mae Foundation.

Email Richard Kisiel or Janet Garagliano with suggestions for improvement or for items to 
include in CAPSS’ Learner Centered Newsletter.
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This is What Happens When Learning in an Atmosphere 
of Self-Discovery

IN MY FIRST YEAR OF HIGH SCHOOL, I’ve had time 
to reflect on my education journey up to this point. 
From kindergarten to seventh grade, I was taught 
to sit still at a desk, do my work, and keep quiet 
even if I had questions or needed help. This was the 
norm at the “high-performance” magnet schools 

I used to attend. It was assumed everyone was at the same level, which led me to 
believe this was how the world worked-everyone should have the same knowledge 
and skills at all times.

Read more

Owning the Learning: Using Assessment to Personalize 
Instruction and Bolster Student Agency
In the US, we have created a culture of 
assessment in which students rarely have 
ownership over their learning and have little to 
no say in the way they demonstrate competency. 
The negative impact of this approach is evident in diminished student engagement, 
inequitable outcomes for marginalized populations, and underwhelming achievement 
levels, particularly in the STEM disciplines.  

Read more
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