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Student-Centered Learning and Deeper Learning:  
What is the Relationship?
This newsletter is designed to 
support staff, schools and policy 
makers interested in the process 
of implementing student-centered 
learning.  Student-centered learning 
is defined as having four components: 
personalized learning, student-owned 
learning, competency-based learning 
and anytime, anywhere learning.  In 
this framework the outcome of the four 
components is deeper learning.  Learn 
more about the four components by 
clicking here.

Learn more about deeper learning by visiting the Student at the Center Hub.

Students at the Center | Nick Donohue | TEDxBeaconStreet
Published on Dec 7, 2015

BFEATURED VIDEOB

It’s 2015, so why is our 
education system designed 
as if it’s 1915? Rather than 
a top-down, one-size-fits-
all approach to education, 
schools need student-
centered strategies to help 
learners reach their highest 
potential.

Nick Donohue is the 
President & CEO of the Nellie 
Mae Education Foundation, 

the largest philanthropic organization in New England focused exclusively on education. Nick was 
previously Commissioner of Education in New Hampshire.

This talk was given at a TEDx event using the TED conference format but independently organized by 
a local community.

CLICK TO VIEW VIDEO

http://WWW.CAPSS.ORG
http://studentsatthecenterhub.org/interactive-framework/
http://studentsatthecenterhub.org/resource/students-at-the-center-deeper-learning-research-series/
https://youtu.be/zD-BnLskXPo
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Moving from Seat-Time to Competency-Based Credits in State 
Policy: Ensuring All Students Develop Mastery
This post originally appeared at iNACOL on April 12, 2016.

School leaders find once they begin to optimize their instructional models using anytime, anywhere 
learning, state policies that reinforce seat time become a barrier to innovative approaches delivering 
highly-personalized learning experiences for all students.

Personalized learning is important because it holds the promise to create student agency, 
preparing all students for college, career and life. In these learning environments, students tailor 
their education based on their own interests and passions. Students co-design their learning plans, 
engage in meaningful learning experiences to accomplish college- and career-ready goals, and take 
ownership of their education.

Educators offer tailored instruction targeted to each student’s needs and empower students to learn 
standards, skills, and competencies by exploring topics relevant to them. For example, a student 
interested in biotechnology could develop an interdisciplinary approach that covers both biology 
and chemistry standards and work in a biotechnology internship part-time.

It is important to challenge seat-time as the only way to earn credit toward graduation. Education 
systems should focus on learning (what a student knows and can do) and enable students to earn 
credits based on demonstrated mastery.

Read the blog

BFEATURED BLOGB

BFEATURED RESEARCHB

Tenets of Student-Centered Learning
The iNACOL report Student-Centered Learning: 
Functional Requirements for Integrated Systems 
to Optimize Learning is the first comprehensive 
research that compiles information to examine 
what student-centered learning means for each 
end user across the K-12 education system and 
determine the fundamental requirements for 
the technologies needed to support educators’ 

and students’ needs. A student-centered learning ecosystem must support the complicated set of 
processes that make up personalized, student-owned, collaborative, anytime, anywhere learning and 
competency-based education.

Download the full report

http://WWW.CAPSS.ORG
http://www.competencyworks.org/understanding-competency-education/moving-from-seat-time-to-competency-based-credits-in-state-policy-ensuring-all-students-develop-mastery/#more-13399/
http://www.inacol.org/resource/student-centered-learning-functional-requirements-for-integrated-systems-to-optimize-learning/
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BFEATURED BOOKB

Personalizing 21st Century Education: A Framework for  
Student Success
by Dan Domenech, Morton Sherman, John L. Brown

What does it mean for students to be truly educated in a rapidly 
changing, technology-driven, and globally interconnected 21st century 
world? How can we ensure that every student receives a challenging, 
rigorous, engaging, and personalized learning experience throughout 
their elementary, middle, and high school years? This book explores 
the meaning of and a possible future direction for education in the 
21st century-an education that transcends the archaic factory model of 
teaching and learning to which most students in public schools are still 
exposed.

Personalizing 21st Century Education begins with a manifesto for 
change, emphasizing the significance of true personalization for 

every learner. Next, it describes classroom, school, and system-level performance indicators that 
suggest that personalization is alive and well. The authors examine the historical origins of most 
modern school cultures-i.e., a commitment to standardization, depersonalization, and test-driven 
metrics that ignore the complexity and totality of the whole child. Throughout the book are success 
stories showcasing schools and districts that are currently “beating the odds” and providing a truly 
personalized learning environment for their students.

Purchase the book

Middle Grades Kids Love Passion Projects!
Genius Hour, Passion Project, Hack Day, 20 Percent Project, Adventure 
Learning: just a few of the titles given to an inquiry-driven, passion-based 
strategy designed to excite and engage students around the unrestrained 
joy of learning

The MiddleWeb newsletter brings together some great ideas from teachers 
who are sharing Genius Hour and similar opportunities with their middle 
grades students.

To start, Denise Krebs and Gallit Zvi, authors of The Genius Hour Guidebook, 
make the case for devoting 20 percent of class time to student-driven 

BFEATURED ARTICLEB

continued

http://WWW.CAPSS.ORG
http://www.amazon.com/Personalizing-21st-Century-Education-Framework/dp/1119080770/


learning in Are You Ready for a Genius Hour Classroom? They suggest ways to introduce Genius Hour 
to kids and outline the process to help students uncover the questions they want to pursue. 

Since they launched Genius Hour in their classrooms in 2011, Gallit and Denise have spotted several 
types of projects that are super-engaging for students. In this MiddleWeb post, they discuss why 
students are drawn to such areas as community service, maker projects, causes that ignite passion, 
the environment and more.

For more ideas about Genius Hour activities and logistics, be sure to visit The Genius Hour Guidebook 
website, where Gallit and Denise have shared lots of material from the book and their own 
classrooms.

MiddleWeb joined Routledge in co-publishing The Genius Hour Guidebook in 2016. Learn what’s in 
the book (lots!) at Amazon or at Routledge Eye On Education.

BFEATURED ARTICLEB

This newsletter is produced by CAPSS, who is solely responsible for its content. 
The newsletter would not be possible without the support of the Nellie Mae Foundation.

Email Larry Schaefer or Janet Garagliano with suggestions for improvement or for items to include  
in CAPSS’ Personalized Learning News & Updates.

Middle Grades Kids Love Passion Projects!  (continued)

4

STUDENT-CENTERED LEARNING News & Updates            Issue 17  |  January 2016

FOR PREVIOUS ISSUES, VISIT  WWW.CAPSS.ORG

http://www.geniushourguide.org/
http://www.amazon.com/Genius-Hour-Guidebook-Fostering-Classroom/dp/1138937436/
https://www.routledge.com/The-Genius-Hour-Guidebook-Fostering-Passion-Wonder-and-Inquiry-in-the/Krebs-Zvi/p/book/9781138937437/
http://www.nmefoundation.org/
mailto: lschaefer@capss.org
mailto: jgaragliano@capss.org
https://www.capss.org/

